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Dates to Remember 

Oct 1 

 

 
PTO Meeting 

6pm 

Oct 9 

 
All fundraiser forms 
and money due today. 

Oct 9 

 
Popcorn Friday 

Oct 11 

Technology survey 
deadline 

(see pg. 5) 

Oct 12 

 
No School in 

observance of  
Columbus Day 

Oct 13 

 
First grade trip to 

Tanner’s Apple 
Orchard 

Oct 15 

 

PTO restaurant night 
at Noodles & Co 

(4-7 pm) 

Oct 19-23 

 
Book Fair 

Oct 22-23 

 
Parent Conferences 

Oct 26 

School Picture Day 
(uniform free) 

Oct 30 

PTO Buyout $1.00 
Wear orange, black or 

Halloween shirts 

 
A Note From the  Principal  

Mr. Durr 
We had a 
remarkable start to 
the school here at  
Hines  Primary  
School!   Mrs. 
Hooker joined the 
staff as Assistant 

Principal, coming from Lincoln.   We 
welcomed several new teachers: Miss 
Jorgenson in Kindergarten, Mrs. Bond 
in 4

th
 grade, Mrs. Montgomery as our 

new art teacher, and most recently 
Mrs. Thompson as our new 3

rd
 grade 

teacher.  Also, Mrs. Guadalajara, a 
special education aide, joined Ms. 
Hayes’ classroom.  
 
A few reminders for parents:  If your 
student is absent, please remember to 
either call or send a note within 48 
hours of the absence in order for it to 
be excused.  Just a reminder that any 
student who has 5 unexcused absences 
within a grading period will fail that 
grading period. 
 
When picking up or dropping off 
children, for safety reasons, please do 
not walk between the buses, but stay 
on the designated crosswalks.  
 
Also, if your phone number changes or 
any of your emergency contacts’ phone 
number changes, please contact the 
office.  Often, we need to call parents 
for sick or injured students, and we 
cannot get in touch with anyone.  For 
parents who did not register online, 
please complete the gold colored 
registration form that came home and 
return it as soon as possible. 
 
Please ensure that your student is at 
school every day and that they are on 

time.  We are striving for improved 
attendance and a decrease in the 
number of tardies.  Please help us out 
and help your student by making sure 
he/she is in class on time and Ready to 
Learn. 
 
Finally, remind your students about 
the” 4 Bees”: Be Respectful, Be 
Responsible, Be Ready to Learn and Be 
Safe.  Practicing these basic rules at 
home helps reinforce them at school. 

 
Getting to Know  
Mrs. Hooker  
As the new Assistant Principal at Hines, 
I want every family to know how happy 
I am to be working at such a great 
school.  A bit about my background … 
After receiving my Bachelor’s degree 
from WIU, I went on to earn my 
Master’s degree from 
St. Xavier University, 
and completed my 
Administrative 
degree from Bradley 
University.  I have 
worked in the district 
for 17 years. Thirteen 
of the years I taught 4

th
, 5

th
 6

th
 and 

8
th

 grades. I was also an Interventionist 
for two years and an Assistant Principal 
for two years before joining the Hines 
staff. I have lived in the Peoria area for 
eight years with my husband and three 
step-daughters. 
 
The first thing that strikes me about 
education is knowledge gain. Education 
gives us knowledge of the world around 
us and changes it into something 
better. It develops in us a perspective 
of looking at life. It helps us build 
opinions and have points of view on 
things in life. People debate over the 
subject of whether education is the 
only thing that gives knowledge. Some 

The Hive   
A monthly newsletter for the Hines Community 

 

 
Mr. Matt Durr, Principal 

Mrs. Lisa Hooker,  
Asst. Principal 

Mrs. Audrey Martin, Sec’y 
Mrs.Theresa Koehler, Sec’y 

 
School phone:  672.6525 
School fax:      672.6526 

School address: 
4603 N. Knoxville, Peoria, IL 



September 2015 

2    . . . . . . . . . 

say education is the process of gaining 
information about the surrounding 
world while knowledge is something 
very different. They are right. But then 
again, information cannot be converted 
into knowledge without education. 
Education makes us capable of 
interpreting things, among other 
things. It is not just about lessons in 
textbooks. It is about the lessons of life. 
One thing I wish I could do is to provide 
education for all: No child left behind 
and change the world for good!! 

 
Kindergarten 
Kindergartners have been busy learning 
about Hines School, the 4 Big Bees, the 
routines of the classroom and how to 
work cooperatively in a group.  They 
are adjusting very well! 

 
Reading in Kindergarten begins with 
the introduction of the letters of the 
alphabet.  Every week the students are 
introduced to 2-3 letters.  The children 
learn to recognize the letter and sound, 
identify the sound in words, and how to 
correctly write the letter on paper.  
During Reading Mastery and Phonemic 
Awareness they will learn to blend the 
sounds together to read words.  
 
Along with learning the letters and 
sounds, 2-3 sight words are taught 
every week.  Your child will bring home 
easy readers to help reinforce the 
learning of the week's sight words.  
Practice reading these books every 
day.  By the end of the school year your 
kindergartner will read approximately 
100 words by sight! 
 
Shared Reading is a time when the 
students listen to stories and talk about 
the plot, characters, and predict what 
will happen.  Following words from left 
to right, top to bottom, and page by 

page is an important skill.  When 
reading books at home have your child 
point to the words as you read...they 
may even read a sight word! 
 
During Math the kindergartners will go 
beyond counting the numbers to 
understanding that numbers represent 
quantity.  The numbers 0-5 are 
currently being explored during your 
child's math lessons; 6-10 will be taught 
in October.  
 
Reading, Math, and Science are 
intertwined into the daily routine and 
special units that are taught throughout 
the school year.  In October the 
Kindergarten units may include Fire 
Safety, Fall, Pumpkins, or Nocturnal 
Animals. 
 
The Kindergarten Team would like to 
have all of the K families be active at 
Hines School:  attend PTO meetings, 
help at the Book Fair, volunteer in the 
classroom, participate in the 
fundraisers, be a Room Parent, attend 
parent/teacher conferences.  Please 
show your child that school life is 
important...we look forward to seeing 
you at Hines School! 

 

First Grade 
First grade students have been off to a 

busy start.  After reviewing letter 

sounds and working on consonant-

vowel-consonant words, we are moving 

on to digraphs.  Students will be 

working on sounds like ch/sh/th/wh at 

both the beginning and ending of 

words.  Teachers ask that parents 

continue to check folders and 

newsletters for homework, as well as 

read every night for 15 to 20 minutes.   
    In math, we will continue to work 
with number bonds and 
part/part/whole relationships.  You can 

help your child at 
home by practicing 
counting on from a 
number to solve an 
addition problem. 
All first graders 

have math homework each week.  Be 
on the lookout for math homework in 
your child's folder or back pack.   
 
On October 13th, we will be traveling 
to Tanners Orchard for a field trip.  Cost 
of this trip is $5 per person.  All money 
for this trip is due by Friday, 
September 25th.  Parents who have 
not paid by this date will not be able to 
participate in the hayride through the 
orchard or tour of the cider press.  Sack 
lunch from school will be provided on 

this day.  Students should wear a red 
shirt and gym shoes.  Please see your 
child's teacher regarding any questions. 
 We look forward to seeing many of 
you on this day! 
 

Second Grade 
Our second grade students are busy 
bees!!  In Reading, the second graders 
are studying non-fiction text features 
and connecting it to science and social 
studies topics.  Students will be 
creating their own non-fiction book 
about an animal to teach to their class.  
We will need your help at home to 
complete this project.   

 
Our Math classes are busy as well.  We 
are now focusing on understanding 
place value.  Students will be expected 
to count forwards and backwards to 
1000, compare 2 and 3 digit numbers, 
and know the values of hundreds, tens, 
and ones.   
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Third Grade 
Happy New Year!  The third grade 
teachers are excited about the 
beginning of a new year, and we 
are enjoying getting to know 
our students.  We think it will be a 
great year!  We would like to welcome 
Ms. Marissa Thompson to Hines.  We 
are happy to have her join our team as 
our newest third grade teacher.    
 
The third grade teachers have been 
teaching and reinforcing the 4 Bees, 
and looking for that great behavior 
from everyone all the time.  We have 
planned monthly Big Bee celebrations 
for students who follow the 4 Bees 
regularly, and the Bee Store is stocked 
with lots of goodies to spend Bee Bucks 
on.  
 
We have finished the beginning of the 
year NWEA, and STAR, and DIBELS 
testing for reading and math and will be 
sharing those scores with you.  These 
assessments tell us a lot about what 
your child already knows and how to 
move your child forward in his or 
her learning.   
 
To help your child at home, you can do 
the following: please be sure they read 
every night for 20 minutes, practice 
basic multiplication and addition facts, 
have them log into Odyssey/Compass 
Learning for 
20 minutes, 
and check 
your child's 
Accelerated 
Reading (AR) 
levels and 
score on AR 
Home access website at:   
hosted276.renlearn.com/365206/home
connect/. Also, stay current by checking 
Skyward and  your teacher's website, as 
well as the school's  website for 
additional information and web access. 
We are looking forward to a great year! 
 
 

 
 

Fourth  Grade 
The start to the school year has been 
amazing and the 4th graders have 
easily stepped into the role of being the 
leaders at Hines. 
 
During the month of September, we 
spent a lot of time focusing on a couple 
topics that are key to the history of 
America. We talked about the tragedy 
of the 9/11 attack 
on the World 
Trade Center. To 
culminate that 
unit, we had a visit 
from 2 members 
of the Peoria 
Police Department who shared about 
their lives as police officers. It was quite 
rewarding for our students to hear 
from these heroes. We wrote letters of 
encouragement and thank you notes to 
them. We, also, spent time studying 
about the United States Constitution 
and created posters which illustrate 
your child's knowledge of the 
Constitution. Constitution Day was 
September 17th. 
 
The bookmobile made its first visit to 
Hines on September 10.  The plan is for 
the bookmobile to be here once a 
week. It is a marvelous opportunity for 
your child to check out books from the 
Peoria Public Library. If your child does 
not already have a library card just let 
his/her teacher know and we will get a 
pink application card sent home with 
them. When both sides of that card are 
completed please return it to school 
and we will turn it in at the 
bookmobile. The bookmobile will have 
an official library card available for your 
child the week after we turn in the 
application. The students love checking 
out books from the bookmobile. 
 
We will continue to have monthly visits 
from the Peoria County Farm Bureau 
during the school year. Their 
presentation for the month of 
September was on corn and its 
importance to the state of Illinois. We 
are looking forward to a great year! 

News from the Art Room 
 Mrs. Montgomery 

Wow! It is hard to believe we are 

nearing the end of the first nine weeks 

of school!  The students have been very 

busy in Art learning primary and 

secondary colors along with texture 

and form as elements of art. The 

students loved designing their own 

pizza box with Marco's Pizza.  We hope 

you enjoyed the pizza and the 

wonderfully decorated box it came in!  

 

 With the fall season fast approaching, 

we will continue to learn more 

elements of art and use natural 

resources found outside along with 

autumn colors to do creative projects.   

 

Thank you to all who have donated 

various household items to help 

complete our projects.  If you have any 

lids from plastic containers, I will 

happily accept those.  Also, donations 

of Kleenex and paper towels would be 

greatly appreciated.  Thank you in 

advance for all your support and the 

wonderful Welcome you have shown!  

  

PE Update 
Ms. Dunn-Cargill 

We are off to a great school year!  We 
have learned the gym class 
expectations, procedures, and the new 
grading rubric.   Grades 2-4 will soon 
begin working on flag football skills and 
4 Corners.  K-1 will be working on 
soccer skills.   

 
The 4

th
 grade Health classes will be 

studying Cells and Growth.  We will 
begin by studying the functions of each 
body system.  We just completed our 
first unit on Good Hygiene and Good 
Grooming Habits.   

 

 

Hines is a 
Tree Nut 

and Peanut 
Free 

School 
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Project Care Team  

Mrs. Higdon 

At Hines, our aim is to help students 

grow not only academically but also 

socially and emotionally. To reach this 

goal, students follow four important 

school behavior rules- the 4 Be’s! Does 

your child know what they are? Their 

response should be “Be respectful, be 

responsible, be safe and always be 

ready to learn!” Students and staff at 

Hines Primary School had a wonderful 

time during the PBIS kickoff on August 

21
st

 buzzing from station to station at 

various points throughout the school to 

review and practice the 4 Be 

expectations. Working together, 

students and staff modeled and 

discussed excellent behavior in each 

setting. Students proudly earned bee 

bucks for their successful participation 

and then gathered as an assembly in 

the gym to put their knowledge of the 

PBIS matrix to the test.  In a game of 

Plinko, each class earned  extra recess 

for providing the correct answer to a 

PBIS matrix question in one of the four 

categories- be respectful, be 

responsible, be safe, and be ready to 

learn. Every class was successful!  The 

PBIS kickoff was a positive way to 

celebrate the beginning of a new year 

at Hines Primary School, where 

excellence bee-gins! 
 
Student Council Update 

Ms. Arick & Miss O’Donnell 
At Student Council’s first meeting, Ms. 
Arick and Miss O’Donnell talked about 
our service-based club that is for fourth 
graders only this year. Meetings will be 
the second Tuesday of the month from 
7:45-8:15 A.M. in room 306. We 
marked the following dates in student 
planners: Oct. 13, Nov. 10, & Dec. 8. 
Student council will be helping the PTO 
with Hines Night at Noodles & Co. on 
Thursday, Oct. 15. More details will 
come home with your child. Salvation 
Army  scheduled us to ring the bells at 
Kroger on Lake Friday, Nov. 13. Mark 
your calendar for that evening as well. 
Sign-up sheets will also come home 
with student council as the date 
approaches. Student council members 
are allowed to miss one meeting. This 
once-a-month meeting is essential to 
participation in student council. 
Looking forward to seeing you Tuesday, 
October 13 at 7:45 A.M.  
 

Notes from the Nurse  
Jenn Armstrong, RN 

District 150 School Nurse 
 
Attention Parents & Caregivers:  The 
October 15th deadline is approaching 
quickly for physicals, immunizations, 
dental and eye exams. You should have 
been notified recently if your child is 
not in compliance. As a reminder all 
Kindergarten students, students who 
have moved here from another state 
and anyone who is entering public 
schools for the first time need to have a 
physical exam dated 8/17/14 or later, a 
dental exam dated 11/15/14 or later 
and an eye exam dated 8/17/14 or 
later. 

 
If your student’s physical exam and 
immunization records are not 
submitted by October 15

th
, your child 

will be excluded from school until the 
requirement is met. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact 
the school office. 
 

 
English as a Second 
Language & Bilingual 
Education       Mrs. Del Pozo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning a second language can 
start at a young age by exposing 
children to various words and 
phrases in another language. Start 
with bilingual basics. You don’t 
have to be fluently bilingual to 
help teach your child a new 
language. 
 
Just teaching simple words and 
phrases can go a long way. For 
example if your child points to a 
pumpkin, you can tell them the 
French or Spanish or other 
language word for that object. 
Here’s a Spanish quiz to get you 
started. Match the English word 
to the Spanish word. 
 

Match the English word to the 
Spanish word:  (answers on pg 5) 

 
 

 1.Pumpkin                       a. Árbol 
2.Leaf            b. Manzanas 
3.Apples            c. Hojas  (O-ha) 
4.Wind             d. Viento 
5.Tree            e. Calabaza 
6.Red            f. verde 
7.Green            g. Amarillo 
8.Yellow            h. rojo 
9.Fall            i. Luna 
10.Moon           j. Otoño 

 

4 BEES 
 

Be Respectful 
 

Be Responsible 
 

 
 

Be Safe 
 

Be Ready to 
Learn 

Example: 
139405 
072308 
psd150 
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Reminder to all parents and guardians:   
                                                                           Students may not bring toy guns to school. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

Music Notes    from  Mrs. Peryam 
Music classes are in full swing with grades K-2 learning instrument names, grades 3 and 4 learning note names, and grade 3 
preparing to learn drumming with our world culture drumming set.  Fourth graders will soon fill the halls with the sounds of 
recorders being played.   Mrs. George’s and Mrs. Arick’s classes just participated in celebrating Constitution Day by singing 
Sandy Wilbur’s song “We the People” over the school intercom. They did a super job remembering the song from last year! 
Grades 3 and 4 are writing in music journals this year, describing music they hear.  

 

                              Our next projects include preparing for the Winter Music Program at WCTC (Woodruff)    
                         on Thursday, December 10th.     Music forever!                                                                                   
   
 

A Note from our Library Manager  
Mrs. Coker-Schlink 

Ask your children about library books they have chosen 
this week!  After a busy first few weeks of school, we 
have begun library classes for all grades.  Children in 
Grades K-1 each choose one library book and students in 
Grades 2-4 select two books.  The expectation in Grades 
2-4 is that at least one selection should be in their AR 
range.  
  
Watch for details about our Scholastic Book Fair coming 
to the library beginning October 19

th
.  

 
 

PTO Update                               
Kalli Mathus, Secretary 

 
The PTO wants to thank all parents, families, and staff that 
attended the first PTO meeting in September. We are 
excited for the new school year! Parents who attended 
received a coupon for their child to have a uniform free 
day. The next PTO meeting will be on October 1st at 6pm in 
the library. Childcare is provided for all those who attend.  
 
The fall fundraiser will kick off September 25th. Order forms 
and money are due on October 9th. Students will only 
receive their prize if they turn both in on that day. Also, 
any students that sell 15 items or more will earn a limo 
ride to Firehouse Pizza for lunch. Delivery for the fundraiser 
will be on November 5th from 3:30-7pm.  
 
The PTO will host a restaurant night at Noodles & Co. on 
October 15th from 4-7pm. We hope to see all of our Hines 
families there to support our school.  
 
The next Popcorn Friday will be held on October 9th. 
Volunteers are still needed to help this event. There will be 
a PTO Uniform Buy-Out on October 30th. Wear your 
favorite Halloween shirt or orange and black; no costumes 
please! 

News from the Compass Learning Labs 
Mrs. Long & Mr. Howeler 

Compass Learning is an online customized program that 
creates individualized lessons for your student based on 
their NWEA scores.  Mr. Howeler continues to teach 
Compass Math, but this year he is located upstairs in the 
3

rd
/4

th
 grade hallway.  Mrs. Long’s Compass Reading 

class is located on the lower level under Mrs. Zeiters’ 
classroom.  Third & Fourth graders will also be working 
on Type to Learn, a keyboarding program, in Mrs. Long’s 
lab. Our third computer lab, located in the library, is 
now open for classrooms to use during their library 
time.  
 

                 Technology Survey:  Next week your 
                 student will bring home a bright pink half  
                 sheet of paper about this survey.  We are      
                 asking all families to fill the survey out online  
                 by Sunday, October 11

th
.  Only one survey per 

                 family, please.                
                                                Thank you!  

Hines Primary: 
http://www.psd150.org/hines 

 

 
Peoria Public Schools 

www.psd150.org 
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http://www.psd150.org/hines
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